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Hello. My name is Welker White. I have been an adjunct professor in the Theatre Department of 

Brooklyn College since 2009. I have taught both undergraduate as well as graduate classes, and 

am typically assigned two courses in the fall semester and one to two courses in the spring 

semester. Additionally, I have taught for the Brooklyn College STAR program, which is a 

program that promotes early college classes for students at Erasmus High School in Brooklyn. In 

the last few years I also taught one January intersession course—which is a class that meets 

every day for the month of January. 

 

For every course I teach in the theatre department, student in the course are required by the 

department to attend all departmental theatre productions. This amounts to four productions in 

the fall semester and three to four in the spring semester. Typically, I arrange these excursions 

and meet students at a designated weekend performance. We meet early to prep for watching the 

production and stay after to discuss. On average, this is an additional 15 hours of teaching per 

class, per semester, that I am expected to teach, without compensation.  

 

I love teaching! I have an over 30-year career as an actor and director and I come to CUNY and 

my students with, what I believe, is an unparalleled level of professional experience in my field 



 

 

that I draw upon. Many of the students I teach at the undergraduate level, and all of my MFA 

students, have ambitions to move into the performing arts world at a professional level. Aside 

from the many hours of outside prep required simply to be ready to teach each week, I bring in 

guest speakers and take my students (often out of class time) to meet industry professionals. In 

the last eight years I’ve connected my students with Oscar and Tony winners, major theatre and 

film directors, and some of our country’s most lauded playwrights. Of course I don’t have to 

provide my students with these opportunities. But if I don’t create the best experience for them 

that I am capable of, then what is really the point? What I have had to do is make hard choices 

about how to give my students the best possible learning experience. I’m chagrined to admit that 

I have, in several of my courses, seriously scaled back the level of writing and research I’m 

asking my students to do. There is simply NO WAY that I can grade up to 26 papers, prep for 

class, answer emails and meet students privately, and then meet them on the weekends to watch 

and discuss plays. I will be honest and tell you that I am not able, with the meager compensation 

I currently receive from CUNY, to prepare these students to move out into the world as critical 

thinkers and engaged and caring citizens of the world. I yearn to do better.  

 


